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Nikon Goolscan

Having recently taken delivery of one of Nikon's
35mm slide scanners, the Coolscan L5-20, F have to
report that it is very impressive though perhaps
pricy at £1,100 + VAT. Up until now I have had to
rely on the transparency adaptor fitted to my
Hewlett Packard Scanjet 2CX flatbed scanner.

While this device is satisfactory for scanning
medium format tranies, it left alot to be desired
when it tackled 35mm slides and as most of the
people attending my DI workshops seemed tobe
35mm workers, | had tobite the bulletand buy a
Coolscan. I wasn't disappointed. Installation is
very simple, especially if you are already running
a SCSI board as you just have to piggy-backit
onto it, and [ was up and running in about thirty
minutes. {As usual, I always read the instruction
manual after [ have installed it and started using
the new equipment).

[ gave it the full works, scanning full colour
slides, colour negatives and B&W negatives and
was gob-smacked at the quality of the end prod-
uct, especially when you scan at the maximum
resolution of 2,700 dpi. Howeveritisn't fast, as it
takes about 80-90 seconds to do a full scan at
maximurm resolution (but when you are getting
great quality, who'sin a hurry?). If you want a
faster scan and have just won the lottery, then you
might consider the Super Coolscan at £1,60 +
VAT

Font Problem

After the preview scan, images can be cropped,
colour adjusted etc. or you can leave the thing to
sort itself out with its Auto Calibration, Autofocus,
Autoexposure and Autocolour balance. The way |
figure itis this. If Nikon have spentalot of
money on Research & Development, whoam [ to
argue? | have found two small bugs though. After
I have been using it for a while, the font size in
the Nikon Twain interface greatly reduces in size.
And notall at once. 1 will suddenly notice that
one or two of the words has been scaled down,
and then later all the font sizes will have been
reduced. When I spoke to Nikon Technical
Support they were puzzled so 1 leftit for their

R & D department to sort out.

The other problem I found was this. [ wasso
taken with the quality of the maximum resolution

of the scanned image, {(which
created a file size of 28.8mb) that |
decided that] would keep
zooming in to see how many
zooms I could do before the
image pixelated. I didn't get very
far. After the third zoom my
system crashed. Zilch. Thad to
re-boot it and have another go.
The same thing happened again.

Whose Fault?

I menticned this to Nikon
Technical Support who, prob-
ably quite rightly, said that
wasn't the fault of the scanner as
ithad already taken the image
into Photoshop, so in effectit's
job was finished, so the problem
no doubt was with Photoshop. I
then spoke to Adobe Photoshop
TS who, surprise, surprise had
never heard of this problem
either (why doesit always
happen to me?} but started to
advise me to download some
kernals (or was it colonels?) from
Microsoft on the Internet and
that would probably put it right.
Forgetit sunshine. If the image
looks sharp when it is scanned,
there is no way [ am going to
start zooming,

In spite of the gremlins, am I a
satisfied customer? YoubetIam.
It's my best purchase since
Photoshop.

Since this was writlen the price has
dropped significantly - my Coolscan 2
cost around E800 and they are stilf
going down,

T have to agree with Jack’s conclu-
sion. You do not have fo fili many
Photo CD’s fo justily the purchase
price of one of these and the qualily is
owistanding.

I have found pre-scan adjustments
are somelimes neadad however, in
particular on confrasly originals.

£d

Adobe
Photo-
Deluxe

Adobe have just released the
Windows version of Photo
Deluxe, which is a cut-down
version of Photoshop. Thisis an
excellent photo manipulation
package for the beginner in DI,
with an interface that is very
simple to understand.

You have an option of following
the guided activities which take
you through each stage by asking
questions and pointing to the
button you have to activate to get
the required result. This covers
each stage from acquiring the
image, through the various
manipulations available to you to
the final printout. Or if you have
a bit of experience you can work
through it on your own.

Layers

You can work in layers to create
composites, and if you are feeling
abit ‘arty-farty” you can give
your image some sepia toning or
embossing as well as using
multiple images. Thereisevena
picture library on the CD-ROM
for you to practice with.

The only snag I can see with it is
that there is no cloning tool.
How can you have a photo
manipulation package without
the facility to remove unwanted
items such as television aerials or
even mother-in-laws? Thisis
obviously a marketing ploy by
Adobe who hope that after
getting you hooked it will get
you so frustrated that you will go
out and buy the full version of
Photoshop. Cheeky!
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